Constitution for the Penn State 2600 Club, version 1.0 
Approved by majority vote, November 7, 2008

I. Purpose

A. The purpose of this organization shall be the following:

i. To foster the spirit of hacking at Penn State; that of finding ingenious ways of completing a task by either fabricating new technology or using existing technology in a new way, and sharing that knowledge with others.

ii. To promote an understanding of physical and virtual security within the Penn State community, the flaws in the various techniques, and methods of defense against attacks on those flaws.

iii. To encourage an interdisciplinary understanding of the technology that we use every day.


II. Membership

A. A “member” shall be defined as any current Penn State student, faculty or staff member who attends the monthly meetings of the Penn State 2600 Club and signs the sign-in sheet. Should any member engage in illegal activities using information acquired by attending a meeting of the Penn State 2600 club, their membership will be revoked and will be discouraged from attending future events. 

B. At all times, the majority (50% +1) of all active members shall be full-time, officially registered students at University Park. There must be at least 20 active members at all times.
C. New Members and Recruitment

i. Any and all new members will be given full disclosure during recruitment, including but not limited to the disclosure of:

1. New Membership Manual

2. Schedule of New Member Events and Activities

3. A list of Responsibilities

4. A copy of the University Hazing policy, prescribed by the Policies and Rules for Student Organizations

ii. Any and all interaction/activity between members and/or new members will be limited to guidelines stated by university policy, as well as local, state, and federal laws.

D. No organization may restrict membership based on characteristics of a student, which are intrinsic to the identity of that student, and are not essential to the potential value of that student as a member of that organization and the Penn State University at Community at large. The Pennsylvania State University prohibits discrimination and harassment against any person because of age, ancestry, color, disability, or handicap, national origin, race, religious creed, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or veteran status. Discrimination or harassment against faculty, staff or students will not be tolerated at The Pennsylvania State University.
III. Meetings

A. All 2600 related meetings shall take place at 5 PM on the first Friday of each month at a location determined at the beginning of the semester by group consensus.

i. Meetings shall consist of an open forum for members to ask questions about various topics, including, but not limited to: computer security, physical security, hardware hacking, computer networks, and the telephone system. Any topic of discussion the group finds interesting may be discussed. 
ii. Meetings may also consist of a “workshop” where a smaller group of volunteers conducts a tutorial on some aspect of security. While technical segments are requested to be scheduled in advance, they may be spontaneous as well.

iii. All information given out at these meetings, including but not limited to technical details of attacks, methods of circumventing or breaking security measures, and target vulnerabilities, shall be solely for educational purposes and is not intended to be used for illegal purposes. Any member who chooses to use said information in the commission of a crime does so at their own risk, and if such action is discovered by another member of the club, must be reported immediately to the local authorities.
B. Penn State 2600 may also, at the discretion of the executive board, hold extra meetings in addition to the regular monthly meetings.

i. Executive Board meetings.

1. The executive board may meet at any time to discuss administrative issues.

2. Advance notice of at least two weeks must be given to all interested parties that a meeting is to be held, and must include the time, location, and a synopsis of the intended agenda.

3. Executive board meetings shall be open to all members.

ii. Events

1. Penn State 2600 may hold events, either alone or in conjunction with another club, to promote the purpose of the club.

2. Such events may include, but are not limited to, tours of campus facilities and trips to hacker gatherings.








IV. Officers

A. Only full time, officially active Penn State student members who are an Information Science and Technology or Security and Risk Analysis major or minor may serve as appointed or elected officers. 

B. Offices

i. The President shall be the spokesperson for the organization, as well as preside over all meetings other than the monthly meeting. The president may also delegate tasks for the other officers.

ii. The Vice President shall serve as president if the President is absent or unable to fulfill their duties.

iii. The Treasurer shall be in charge of all paperwork involved with the maintenance of the club, as well as manage the club’s finances.

iv. The President may create ad hoc positions not listed in this document to suit specific needs. However, should a position exist for more than 2 years without being listed, it must be either abolished or written into the constitution.

C. Elections

i. The officers explicitly stated above (President, Vice President and Treasurer) shall be elected immediately after the passage of this constitution, and no less than 4 weeks prior to the end of classes each Spring semester for the following school year.
ii. A meeting shall be held for the specific purpose of electing new officers.

1. Members who meet the requirements may be nominated at this meeting. All nominated members shall then be given a chance to speak to the membership about their qualifications for their intended position.

2. The nominated candidates will then be led from the meeting area while a vote of the assembled membership is taken. The candidates will then be led back and the results revealed. The method of counting the votes shall be decided by consensus before the elections.

iii. Filling vacancies

1. Should a vacancy in the above stated officer’s positions unexpectedly appear, through resignation or otherwise, the officer listed next on the list shall fill that position until an election can be held.


V. Voting

A. Only members present at the meeting where voting takes place shall be allowed to vote. Absentee ballots are forbidden.

B. Quorum for a vote shall be considered 33% of the attendance of the previous meeting.

C. For all matters that require a vote other than elections, a simple majority is all that is required for the question to pass successfully.




VI. Finances

A. All organization funds are to be deposited and handled exclusively through the Associated Student Activities (ASA) in 240 HUB. This organization may not have any off-campus accounts.

B. Dues for the club shall be determined at the beginning of the school year by the executive board, and may not exceed $20.

C. The executive board may spend up to $100 of the club’s funds for any one purpose without the consent of the membership. Anything larger requires a majority vote.


VII. Advisor

A. This organization must retain an advisor at all times. The advisor will be a full time Faculty or Staff member of The Pennsylvania State University, University Park campus and will be chosen by the organization.

B. This organization will choose an advisor by majority vote.


VIII. Amendments

A. This constitution may be amended at any time by a 2/3 majority vote by the membership.

B. All amendments are subject to the approval of the Office of Student Activities.


IX. Parliamentary Authority

A. Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised by Sarah Corbin Roberts will be used to cover cases not specifically covered by the constitution

X. Availability

A. This constitution shall be available

i. On request from an Executive Board member

ii. On the Penn State 2600 club website, should one exist

